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The Lambro

Is a river of Lombardy, Northern Italy, 

a left tributary of the Po.

Origin: Alps (Italy)

Length: 130 km

Source elevation: 1,685 mAvg.

Discarge: 5.8 m³/s

Basin area: 1,950 km²



High Flood Risk
At 5.8 m³/s the average discharge of 

the Lambro is relatively small, but it 

can be occasionally boosted to 

40 m³/s or more by the Milanese 

water drains and dangerous floods 

are frequent in the rainy seasons. 



Pollution
Lambro drains a very densely 

populated and heavily industrialized 

zone, including a significant portion 

of the Milan metropolitan area with a 

population of more than 3,000,000. 

Before the construction of a 

treatment plant in 2002, almost all of 

the sewage from the city of Milan 

flowed untreated into the river, as 

well as industrial sewages.



The Environmental Disaster of 23th 

February 2010

Despite the implementation of 
sewage treatment, overall water 
quality remained 

poor, until the 

major disaster 

of 23th February

2010, when



unknown criminals poured into the 
river, near Monza (Villasanta), the 
contents of several silos containing 
oil and other hydrocarbons, all 
belonging to a 

company named  

"Lombarda 

Petroli". 



This oily mass (estimated over 

2.5 million liters) followed the 
entire length of the river, despite 
both local authorities and civil 
defence's efforts in order to stop 

the flow, then 

reached Po 

river. 



The Ecological Damage

This disaster caused considerable 

damage to 

wildlife and 

vegetation, 



both in Lambro and in Po, and 

unfortunately its effects will be evident 

for many years afterwards, making it 

one of the worst environmental crisis 

in recent history 

in Italy.



A Strong locally-based protest

Locally-based protest happened in 
Milano and in Villasanta Saturday the 
26th  February 2010. 



The Rivercitizens Committee

A spontaneous civic group born after 

this event, reclaimed a well done 

information. 



This group promoted sit-in, public 

debates, press conferences, a 

petition to the European Parliament 

and an action-research involving 200 

pupils.



Grassroots Lobbying

The month of September, the committee and 
the most important environmental 
associations of Lombardy promoted a 
effective grassroots lobbying on legislative 
behaviour of Parliament

and Government of 

Lombardy Region 
concerning  the Lambro
river.



Environmental 

Activism

Environmental 

activists studied a 

good interface 

between protest 

and art, carrying 

out at local level a 

strong visual 

presence on their 

environmental 

issues, by means



of creative 

workshops like 

storytelling, drawing 

and performances.  

So now is ready a 

film/reportage and 

next time a romance 

about the first 

ecological citizen 

action against 

pollution of 1894. 



An Non formal Curriculum of 

Ecocitizenship and 

Environmental Education

In our view, this 

experience was a 

good practice of 

ecocitizenship



and a 

spontaneous 

strategy of 

environmental 

education self-

made by schools 

and families and 

an adult learning 

in new social 

movements as 

well.



Resilience and Active Citizenship

Disaster Risk Reduction requires 

teachers, people, volunteers and local 

policy makers with the necessary socio-

cultural  motivation to build a more 

resilient society. 



We would like to increase the resilience 

of the local community near the Lambro 

thanks a proactive culture of disaster 

resilience and strong community 

involvement 

(active ecocitizenship).



Our Aim

People must be trained to consider 

disaster prevention as a part of daily 

lives and part of the cultural and 

historical identity 

of the local 

community  which 

they  must be 

proud.



Our next project: The 

Rivercitizens House

A permanent place for an active 

environmental memory, sharing 

expertise, knowledge and lessons 

learned in similar experiences in Italy 

and Europe. We would like build 

together a common programme of 

action, asking the help of the 

European Union. 



So The Rivercitizens are searching 

for partners! … Thanks


